






Business Growth

Indicator C: Value of Merchandise Exports
Ranked highest to lowest by percent change, 2003 to 2008

Status:
S Merchandise exports for Wisconsin rose 78.6% in the most recent five year period, higher than inflation.
V Wisconsin's export increase trailed the median point of 84.1%.

Comparable State 2003 2008 Percent chg.
Utah $4,119,285,455 $10,305,992,531 150.2%
Iowa 5,238,375,195 12,124,631,240 131.5%
Maryland 4,921,318,480 11,383,050,502 131.3%
Florida 24,905,128,219 54,238,239,529 117.8%
Pennsylvania 16,216,151,066 34,648,502,042 113.7%
New York 40,144,340,162 81,385,735,231 102.7%
Illinois 26,502,617,666 53,677,477,963 102.5%
Texas 98,920,252,232 192,221,780,916 94.3%
Alabama 8,330,487,175 15,879,048,527 90.6%
Oregon 10,346,729,222 19,352,130,713 87.0%
Tennessee 12,624,432,608 23,237,724,782 84.1%
Wisconsin 11,514,766,757 20,569,621,721 78.6%
Missouri 7,238,314,625 12,852,324,415 77.6%
Minnesota 11,267,387,761 19,186,171,449 70.3%
Indiana 16,468,042,792 26,502,291,510 60.9%
North Carolina 16,201,665,310 25,090,543,442 54.9%
California 93,906,331,503 144,805,748,349 54.2%
Ohio 29,797,555,361 45,627,982,845 53.1%
Massachusetts 18,651,769,233 28,369,195,305 52.1%
Michigan 33,488,995,528 45,135,506,345 34.8%
Colorado 6,086,901,774 7,712,606,567 26.7%

Median 84.1%

Percent Change in Merchandise Exports - 2003 to 2008
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Business Growth

Indicator D: State & Local Taxes As a Percent of Personal Income
Ranked lowest to highest by 2006/07 state & local taxes as percent of personal income

Status:
V State & local taxes as a percent of personal income rose 0.32 percentage points over the 01/02 to 06/07 period
V At 11.75% Wisconsin's tax percentage ranks higher than the 10.88% median level for comparables.

Comparable State 2001/02 2006/07
Percentage 
Point Chg.

Tennessee 8.19% 9.23% 1.04
Alabama 8.68% 9.32% 0.64
Colorado 8.88% 9.59% 0.70
Missouri 9.36% 9.66% 0.30
Texas 9.48% 9.95% 0.47
Oregon 8.86% 10.00% 1.14
Indiana 9.89% 10.20% 0.31
Massachusetts 9.44% 10.53% 1.09
Florida 9.21% 10.57% 1.36
Maryland 10.19% 10.71% 0.51
Iowa 10.19% 10.88% 0.69
North Carolina 9.70% 10.90% 1.20
Illinois 10.03% 10.90% 0.87
Michigan 10.23% 11.08% 0.85
Pennsylvania 9.98% 11.30% 1.33
Utah 10.30% 11.36% 1.06
Minnesota 11.11% 11.50% 0.39
California 10.30% 11.56% 1.26
Wisconsin 11.43% 11.75% 0.32
Ohio 10.84% 11.79% 0.95
New York 13.13% 15.74% 2.60

Median 9.98% 10.88% 0.87

State & Local Taxes as a Percent of Personal Income - 2006/07
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Business Growth

Indicator E: State Corporate License & Income Tax Revenue Per Capita
Rank lowest to highest by percent change over 2003 to 2008 period

Status:
V Per capita corporate license & income tax revenue in Wisconsin rose at a 58.6% rate over the 2003 to 
         2008 period, higher than price inflation.
S Wisconsin's increase ranked smaller than the 67.7% median rise posted for the comparables group.

Comparable State 2003 2008 Percent Chg.
Michigan 184.40 179.80 -2.5%
Indiana 118.96 143.08 20.3%
North Carolina 143.91 179.34 24.6%
Texas 141.88 183.03 29.0%
Tennessee 188.48 265.58 40.9%
Wisconsin 98.73 156.62 58.6%
Pennsylvania 149.86 241.38 61.1%
Florida 80.97 132.51 63.7%
Ohio 93.62 153.76 64.2%
California 194.19 324.04 66.9%
Missouri 47.77 79.96 67.4%
Minnesota 119.49 200.73 68.0%
Massachusetts 187.51 339.11 80.8%
Alabama 70.75 134.68 90.4%
Maryland 71.39 143.74 101.3%
Oregon 63.49 129.45 103.9%
Iowa 59.49 128.91 116.7%
Illinois 114.31 259.67 127.2%
Colorado 45.97 105.50 129.5%
Utah 63.34 145.54 129.8%
New York 111.40 262.08 135.2%

Median 105.07 155.19 67.4%

Percent Change in Corporate License & Income Tax Revenue Per Capita - 2003 to 2008 
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Business Growth

Indicator F: Fortune 500 Headquarters per 100,000 Population
Ranked highest to lowest by number of Fortune 500 headquarters per 100,000 Population, 2009

Status:
V The number of Fortune 500 headquarters in metro Milwaukee fell from eight in 2004 to the current seven.
S Metro Milwaukee ranks fourth highest among the comparables group in HQ's per 100,000 persons.

Comparable Metro
Fortune 500 

Headquarters Population
HQ's per 100,000 

Population
San Jose 13 1,819,198 0.7146
Minneapolis-St. Paul 18 3,229,878 0.5573
Charlotte 8 1,701,799 0.4701
Milwaukee 7 1,549,308 0.4518
Cincinnati 9 2,155,137 0.4176
Cleveland 8 2,088,291 0.3831
Pittsburgh 8 2,351,192 0.3403
Detroit 15 4,425,110 0.3390
Columbus 6 1,773,120 0.3384
Chicago 29 9,569,624 0.3030
St. Louis 7 2,816,710 0.2485
San Antonio 5 2,031,445 0.2461
Nashville 3 1,550,733 0.1935
Indianapolis 3 1,715,459 0.1749
Kansas City 3 2,002,047 0.1498
Baltimore 3 2,667,117 0.1125
Orlando 2 2,054,574 0.0973
Raleigh 1 1,088,765 0.0918
Portland 2 2,207,462 0.0906
Salt Lake City 1 1,115,692 0.0896
Buffalo 0 1,124,309 0.0000

Median 6 2,031,445 0.2485

Fortune 500 Headquarters per 100,000 Population - 2009
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Infrastructure Support for Business

Indicator Direction Comparables
a. Electric rates N.A. S
b. Water & wastewater costs N.A. S
c. Domestic destinations served nonstop V V
d. Air freight activity V S
e. Commute times V S
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Infrastructure Support for Business

Indicator A: Average Revenue per Kilowatt Hour - Large Commercial & Industrial Customers
Rank lowest to highest by 2008 average revenue (cents) per kilowatt hour

Status:
S Metro Milwaukee's average electricity rate for large commerical & industrial customers ranked at the 
         mid-point for the comparables group.

Comparable Metro Centeral City Electric Utility
Cents per Kwh

2008
St. Louis Union Electric 4.02
Salt Lake City PacifiCorp/Utah Power & Light 4.41
Charlotte Duke Energy 4.56
Kansas City Kansas Power & Light 5.13
Columbus Columbus Southern Power 5.67
Indianapolis Indianapolis Power & Light 5.78
Minneapolis-St. Paul Xcel Energy/Northern States 6.34
San Antonio San Antonio Public Service/CPS Energy 6.34
Portland Portland General Electric 6.45
Raleigh Progress Energy 6.45
Milwaukee Wisconsin Energy 6.82
Detroit Detroit Edison 6.83
Cincinnati Cinergy/Duke Power 7.01
Nashville Nashville Electric 7.14
Cleveland Cleveland Electric Illuminating 7.26
Chicago Commonwealth Edison 8.53
Orlando Orlando Utilities Commission/FPL 8.66
San Jose Pacific Gas & Electric 10.06
Pittsburgh Duquesne Light 10.84
Baltimore Baltimore Gas & Electric 12.75
Buffalo Niagara Mohawk 20.44

Median 6.82

Average Revenue (cents) per Kilowatt Hour - 2008
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Infrastructure Support for Business

Indicator B: Water & Wastewater Cost, Large Process Wastewater Industrial Customer
Ranked lowest to highest by annual water & wastewater cost for large process wastewater industrial customer, 2009

Status:
S Milwaukee ranked second lowest in combined water & wastewater costs in the group of 16 areas with 
         available information.

Comparable Area Water service Sewer sevice
Total sewer 

& water service
Buffalo $137,996 $326,432 $464,428
Milwaukee 71,316 409,839 494,054
Salt Lake City 85,041 415,671 500,712
Orlando 113,868 438,642 552,510
San Antonio 77,917 488,589 566,506
Indianapolis 87,386 488,644 576,030
St. Louis 104,849 504,166 609,016
Cleveland 237,972 473,134 711,106
Kansas City 224,424 557,444 781,868
St. Paul (Minneapolis-St. Paul) 209,088 602,162 811,250
Charlotte 186,262 701,739 888,001
Nashville 157,591 845,809 1,003,399
Pittsburgh 351,060 737,866 1,088,926
Chapel Hill (Raleigh) 364,792 968,933 1,333,725
Columbus 146,621 1,210,436 1,357,056
Portland 199,584 1,396,856 1,596,440
Baltimore N.A. N.A. N.A.
Chicago N.A. N.A. N.A.
Cincinnati N.A. N.A. N.A.
Detroit N.A. N.A. N.A.
San Jose N.A. N.A. N.A.

Median 152,106 530,805 746,487

Water & Wastewater Costs, Large Process Wastewater Industrial Customer - 2009
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Infrastructure Support for Business

Indicator C: Domestic Destinations Served Nonstop
Ranked highest to lowest by percent change in domestic destinations served nonstop, 2003 to 2008

Status:
V Domestic destinations served nonstop at Mitchell International Airport fell slightly over the past five years.
V Six of 21 metros in the comparables group, including Milwaukee, posted declines in the number of 
         destinations served.  The median metro registered a 8.1% increase.

Comparable Metro 2003 2008 Percent chg.
San Antonio 27 39 44.4%
Salt Lake City 68 92 35.3%
Columbus 33 43 30.3%
Cleveland 69 85 23.2%
Charlotte 94 108 14.9%
Raleigh 35 40 14.3%
Orlando 70 79 12.9%
Detroit 113 127 12.4%
Buffalo 21 23 9.5%
Portland 47 51 8.5%
Indianapolis 37 40 8.1%
Chicago 135 145 7.4%
Baltimore 59 63 6.8%
Kansas City 50 53 6.0%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 127 134 5.5%
Milwaukee 47 46 -2.1%
Nashville 48 46 -4.2%
Cincinnati 119 104 -12.6%
San Jose 33 28 -15.2%
St. Louis 94 65 -30.9%
Pittsburgh 98 42 -57.1%

Median 59 53 8.1%

Percent Change in Nonstop Destinations - 2003 to 2008
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Infrastructure Support for Business

Indicator D: Air Freight (in pounds) per 100,000 Population
Ranked highest to lowest by percent change in air freight per 100,000 population, 2003 to 2008

Status:
V Air freight per 100,000 population fell 18.7% at Mitchell International over the 2003 to 2008 period.
S All but three of the comparables posted declines in this period.  Mitchell International's 18.7% fall 
         ranked smaller than the median change for the comparables, a decline of 25.3%.

Comparable Metro 2003 2008 Percent chg.
Chicago 30,837,328 33,748,397 9.4%
Columbus 9,526,111 10,259,925 7.7%
San Antonio 13,139,249 13,444,581 2.3%
Indianapolis 118,148,588 114,778,854 -2.9%
Detroit 9,813,759 8,951,091 -8.8%
Buffalo 9,906,122 8,748,244 -11.7%
Cleveland 8,935,745 7,763,298 -13.1%
Pittsburgh 8,687,781 7,110,491 -18.2%
Milwaukee 12,264,614 9,967,129 -18.7%
Portland 25,545,500 20,564,223 -19.5%
Raleigh 23,902,067 17,860,016 -25.3%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 19,306,027 14,111,507 -26.9%
Nashville 13,345,180 9,615,686 -27.9%
Salt Lake City 43,584,586 29,818,990 -31.6%
Baltimore 11,408,612 7,716,454 -32.4%
Kansas City 16,506,776 11,098,073 -32.8%
San Jose 13,599,762 9,142,165 -32.8%
Orlando 26,476,969 16,950,261 -36.0%
St. Louis 9,945,040 6,132,174 -38.3%
Charlotte 22,409,866 13,067,693 -41.7%
Cincinnati 46,839,545 4,257,762 -90.9%

Median 13,599,762 10,259,925 -25.3%

Percent Change in Air Freight per 100,000 Population - 2003 to 2008
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Infrastructure Support for Business

Indicator E: Average Travel Time to Work
Ranked lowest to highest by average travel time in minutes, 2008

Status:
V Metro Milwaukee's average commute time of 22.4 minutes for 2008 is up marginally from the 22.1 minutes 
         posted in 2000.
S Milwaukee's average commute time for 2008 ranks third lowest among all comparables.

Comparable Metro
Average Travel Time to 

Work
Buffalo 21.1
Salt Lake City 22.3
Milwaukee 22.4
Kansas City 22.9
Columbus 23.0
Cleveland 24.0
Cincinnati 24.2
Minneapolis-St. Paul 24.4
Indianapolis 24.5
San Jose 24.5
Raleigh 24.8
Charlotte 25.0
Portland 25.3
San Antonio 25.4
St. Louis 25.4
Pittsburgh 25.7
Nashville 26.0
Detroit 26.4
Orlando 26.9
Baltimore 29.6
Chicago 31.6

Median 24.8

Average Travel Time to Work - 2008 (in minutes)
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Minority Business Participation

Indicator Direction Comparables
a. Black unemployment rate S V
b. Minority officials & managers S V
c. Women officials & managers S V
d. Number of minority owned businesses N.A. V
e. Sales/receipts in minority owned businesses N.A. V
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Minority Business Participation

Indicator A: Black/African American Unemployment Rate
Ranked lowest to highest by 2008 unemployment rate within Black/African American labor force

Status:
S The unemployment rate among Blacks/African Americans in metro Milwaukee averaged 12.9% in  
         2008, down from 2000's 16%.
V Metro Milwaukee's unemployment rate for Blacks/African American's ranked slightly higher  
         than the median point for available comparables.

Comparable Metro 2008
San Antonio 7.7
Nashville 8.8
Raleigh 9.2
Charlotte 9.3
Baltimore 9.8
Cincinnati 11.0
Orlando 11.2
Columbus 12.3
Indianapolis 12.5
Milwaukee 12.9
Pittsburgh 13.0
St. Louis 13.1
Kansas City 14.1
Buffalo 14.2
Chicago 14.7
Minneapolis-St. Paul 16.1
Cleveland 16.2
Detroit 18.2
San Jose N.A.
Portland N.A.
Salt Lake City N.A.

Median 12.7

Black/African American Percent Unemployed - 2008
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Minority Business Participation

Indicator B: Minority Officials & Managers
Ranked highest to lowest by minority officials & managers as a percentage of total minority employment, 2007

Status:
S The percentage of metro Milwaukee's minority work force employed in officials & managers positions 
         reached 4.29%, up slightly from the 4.2% level registered in 2002.
V Metro Milwaukees percentage ranked second lowest among the comparables group and below the 5.01% 
         median point.

Comparable Metro

Minority 
Officials 

& Managers

Total
Minority

Employment

Officials 
& Managers 

as a % of total
San Jose 24,774 240,406 10.31%
Detroit 16,333 240,358 6.80%
Cincinnati 6,100 96,320 6.33%
Columbus 5,242 85,229 6.15%
San Antonio 12,579 208,311 6.04%
Chicago 47,146 782,783 6.02%
Charlotte 7,751 135,961 5.70%
Pittsburgh 3,310 58,757 5.63%
Baltimore 10,205 196,647 5.19%
Portland 4,389 84,798 5.18%
Raleigh 3,263 65,146 5.01%
Indianapolis 4,502 90,571 4.97%
St. Louis 6,964 140,596 4.95%
Nashville 4,115 83,110 4.95%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 7,152 149,641 4.78%
Orlando 10,304 218,509 4.72%
Kansas City 4,993 107,773 4.63%
Salt Lake City 2,301 50,487 4.56%
Buffalo 1,752 39,110 4.48%
Milwaukee 3,638 84,886 4.29%
Cleveland 4,509 121,539 3.71%

Median 5,242 107,773 5.01%

Minority Officials & Managers as Percent of Minority Employment - 2007
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Minority Business Participation

Indicator C: Women Officials & Managers
Ranked highest to lowest by women officials & managers as a percentage of total women employment, 2007

Status:
S Among women employed in metro Milwaukee, 7.85% are employed in officials & managers positions, up 
         from 7.42% in 2002.
V Metro Milwaukees percentage ranked below median (8.01%) for the comparables group.

Comparable Metro

Women 
Officials 

& Managers

Total
Women

Employment

Officials 
& Managers 

as a % of total
San Jose 19,217 164,802 11.66%
Chicago 89,675 933,638 9.60%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 38,245 407,212 9.39%
Columbus 17,422 189,007 9.22%
Charlotte 15,349 177,426 8.65%
Nashville 12,824 149,537 8.58%
Detroit 32,650 382,698 8.53%
Cincinnati 19,465 232,472 8.37%
St. Louis 24,112 289,940 8.32%
Baltimore 19,989 246,012 8.13%
Portland 13,552 169,284 8.01%
Raleigh 6,810 86,688 7.86%
Milwaukee 14,552 185,408 7.85%
San Antonio 12,173 161,092 7.56%
Buffalo 8,328 110,884 7.51%
Indianapolis 13,761 184,157 7.47%
Orlando 17,905 240,832 7.43%
Kansas City 17,151 232,227 7.39%
Pittsburgh 17,894 245,017 7.30%
Salt Lake City 7,258 103,672 7.00%
Cleveland 15,513 239,050 6.49%

Median 17,151 189,007 8.01%

Women Officials & Managers as Percent of Women Employed - 2007
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Minority Business Participation

Indicator D: Selected Minority Owned Businesses with Employees
Ranked highest to lowest by number of minority owed businesses with employees per 100,000 minority population, 2002

Status:
V Metro Milwaukee's rate of minority owned businesses with employees per 100,000 minority population 
         numbered 486.4 in 2002, below the 555.1 median for available metros in the comparables group.

Comparable Metro
Hispanic 
or Latino

Black or 
African 

American Asian Total
Minority 

Population

Min. Owned 
per 100,000 

Min. Pop.
San Jose 2,280 536 8,134 10,950 991,655 1,104.2
Orlando 2,426 736 2,163 5,325 644,972 825.6
Portland 677 285 2,051 3,013 385,843 780.9
Baltimore 613 1,745 3,229 5,587 891,671 626.6
Chicago 6,157 4,037 11,842 22,036 3,823,234 576.4
Salt Lake City 536 35 564 1,135 197,853 573.7
Columbus 188 577 1,068 1,833 326,056 562.2
Kansas City 472 717 1,078 2,267 405,217 559.5
Nashville 263 589 790 1,642 295,805 555.1
Charlotte 444 1,016 997 2,457 450,455 545.4
St. Louis 356 1,348 1,565 3,269 609,955 535.9
Indianapolis 198 670 717 1,585 316,674 500.5
Minneapolis-St. Paul 464 460 1,494 2,418 491,697 491.8
Milwaukee 441 705 806 1,952 401,321 486.4
Buffalo 169 233 573 975 205,804 473.8
Cleveland 260 997 1,336 2,593 547,604 473.5
Detroit 882 2,293 3,198 6,373 1,348,658 472.5
Cincinnati N.A. 520 788 N.A. 317,650 N.A.
Pittsburgh N.A. 452 1,034 N.A. 265,267 N.A.
Raleigh N.A. 603 678 N.A. 264,979 N.A.
San Antonio 5,527 N.A. 1,407 N.A. 1,070,399 N.A.

Median 555.1

Minority Owned Businesses with Employees per 100,000 Minority Population - 2002
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Minority Business Participation

Indicator E: Receipts in Selected Minority Owned Businesses
Ranked highest to lowest by receipts in minority owned businesses per 100,000 minority population, 2002

Status:
V Receipts per 100,000 minority population for minority owned firms in metro Milwaukee numbered $467,333, 
         second lowest among available metros in the comparables group.

Comparable Metro
Hispanic 
or Latino

Black or 
African 

American Asian Total
Minority 

Population

Receipts per 
100,000 
People

San Jose $2,770,485 $383,683 $11,256,550 $14,410,718 $991,655 $1,453,199
San Antonio 6,620,632 462,107 1,300,818 8,383,557 1,070,399 783,218
Portland 667,450 240,926 1,638,921 2,547,297 385,843 660,190
Chicago 6,650,846 4,765,355 13,179,515 24,595,716 3,823,234 643,322
Detroit 2,328,670 3,179,032 3,034,986 8,542,688 1,348,658 633,421
Baltimore 1,054,379 1,531,123 2,779,903 5,365,405 891,671 601,725
Cleveland 245,535 1,203,367 1,593,407 3,042,309 547,604 555,567
Minneapolis-St. Paul 350,531 617,069 1,658,164 2,625,764 491,697 534,021
Indianapolis 223,517 738,328 726,845 1,688,690 316,674 533,258
Nashville 438,893 458,958 645,966 1,543,817 295,805 521,904
Charlotte 562,390 884,137 877,738 2,324,265 450,455 515,982
Raleigh 405,146 454,943 481,923 1,342,012 264,979 506,460
Buffalo 207,975 124,819 670,533 1,003,327 205,804 487,516
Kansas City 421,953 559,569 915,180 1,896,702 405,217 468,071
Milwaukee 610,282 462,003 803,221 1,875,506 401,321 467,333
St. Louis 379,715 963,166 1,165,418 2,508,299 609,955 411,227
Cincinnati N.A. 443,645 697,042 N.A. 317,650 N.A.
Columbus N.A. 722,364 795,438 N.A. 326,056 N.A.
Orlando 2,802,153 N.A. 1,959,980 N.A. 644,972 N.A.
Pittsburgh N.A. N.A. N.A. N.A. 265,267 N.A.
Salt Lake City 404,286 N.A. 432,164 N.A. 197,853 N.A.

Median 533,639

Receipts in Minority-Owned Businesses per 100,000 Minority Population - 2002

$0
$200,000
$400,000
$600,000
$800,000

$1,000,000
$1,200,000
$1,400,000
$1,600,000

SJ SA PO
R

CH
I

DE
T

BA
L

CL
E

MS
P

IN
D

NA
S

CH
A

RA
L

BU
F KC MI
L

ST
L

CI
N

CO
L

OR
L

PI
T

SL
C

NA NA NA NANA

T

19



Prosperity for All

Indicator Direction Comparables
a. Total personal income S V
b. Per-capita personal income S S
c. Median household income V S
d. Poverty rate V V
e. Average annual pay S S
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Prosperity for All

Indicator A: Total Personal Income (in thousands)
Ranked highest to lowest by percent change over the 2003 to 2008 period

Status:
S Total personal income in the metro area rose 26% over the 2003 to 2008 period, stronger than the 
         17% increase in consumer price inflation.
V Milwaukee's 26% increase fell below the median point (+29.2%) of the comparables group.

Comparable Metro 2003 2008 % chg.
Raleigh $29,419,295 $42,722,031 45.2%
San Antonio 50,287,691 70,823,559 40.8%
Orlando 51,110,355 71,371,457 39.6%
Charlotte 47,917,513 66,305,113 38.4%
Salt Lake City 29,508,177 40,547,780 37.4%
Nashville 45,402,904 60,983,014 34.3%
San Jose 79,776,061 106,972,807 34.1%
Baltimore 96,309,712 126,241,805 31.1%
Portland 66,576,262 87,052,644 30.8%
Chicago 335,573,918 433,773,910 29.3%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 119,627,548 154,593,103 29.2%
Kansas City 63,280,608 80,817,123 27.7%
Pittsburgh 79,477,870 100,674,640 26.7%
St. Louis 92,004,421 116,394,484 26.5%
Milwaukee 52,909,266 66,684,848 26.0%
Indianapolis 53,697,448 67,449,258 25.6%
Cincinnati 66,723,495 83,545,878 25.2%
Columbus 54,708,328 67,607,244 23.6%
Buffalo 34,143,406 40,933,556 19.9%
Cleveland 69,697,226 83,232,594 19.4%
Detroit 160,166,102 176,145,568 10.0%

Median 63,280,608 80,817,123 29.2%

Change in Total Personal Income - 2003 to 2008
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Prosperity for All

Indicator B: Per Capita Personal Income
Ranked highest to lowest by 2008 per capita income 

Status:
S Per capita income in the metro area rose 24.2% in the 2003 to 2008 period, higher than price inflation's 
         17% increase.
S Metro Milwaukee ranks fifth highest in per capita income in the comparables group.

Comparable Metro 2003 2008 Percent chg.
San Jose $46,210 $58,802 27.2%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 38,873 47,863 23.1%
Baltimore 36,754 47,333 28.8%
Chicago 36,087 45,328 25.6%
Milwaukee 34,663 43,042 24.2%
Pittsburgh 33,113 42,819 29.3%
St. Louis 33,533 41,323 23.2%
Kansas City 33,261 40,367 21.4%
Cleveland 32,650 39,857 22.1%
Detroit 35,652 39,806 11.7%
Portland 32,709 39,436 20.6%
Nashville 32,745 39,325 20.1%
Indianapolis 33,580 39,318 17.1%
Raleigh 33,090 39,239 18.6%
Charlotte 33,371 38,962 16.8%
Cincinnati 32,303 38,766 20.0%
Columbus 32,607 38,129 16.9%
Buffalo 29,572 36,408 23.1%
Salt Lake City 29,022 36,343 25.2%
San Antonio 27,804 34,864 25.4%
Orlando 28,373 34,738 22.4%

Median 33,113 39,436 22.4%

Per Capita Personal lncome - 2008
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Prosperity for All

Indicator C: Median Household Income
Rank highest to lowest by 2008 median household income

Status:
V The median household income in the metro area rose 18.49% in the 1999 to 2008 period, failing to keep up 
         with the change in the consumer price index.
S Metro Milwaukee's median household income ranked at the mid-point of comparable areas.

Comparable Metro

Median 
Household 

Income 2008
San Jose $88,098
Baltimore 66,122
Minneapolis-St. Paul 65,862
Raleigh 61,862
Chicago 61,295
Salt Lake City 60,012
Portland 58,758
Kansas City 56,458
Charlotte 54,967
Columbus 54,393
Milwaukee 54,386
Cincinnati 54,059
Indianapolis 53,671
St. Louis 53,189
Detroit 52,451
Nashville 51,841
Orlando 50,375
Cleveland 49,206
Buffalo 47,897
Pittsburgh 47,755
San Antonio 47,755

Median 54,386

Median Household Income - 2008
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Prosperity for All

Indicator D: Poverty Rate
Ranked lowest to highest by 2008 percentage of people living below poverty income

Status:
V Metro Milwaukee's poverty rate rose 1.2 percentage points over the 1999 to 2008 period to 11.8%.
V Milwaukee's poverty rate ranked slightly higher than the 11.5% median among the comparable group.

Comparable Metro 2008
Minneapolis-St. Paul 8.3
San Jose 7.4
Salt Lake City 8.4
Baltimore 9.2
Raleigh 9.8
Kansas City 10.1
St. Louis 11.3
Portland 11.3
Cincinnati 11.3
Charlotte 11.3
Indianapolis 11.5
Chicago 11.8
Milwaukee 11.8
Orlando 11.9
Pittsburgh 11.9
Nashville 12.3
Columbus 12.7
Cleveland 13.2
Buffalo 13.3
Detroit 13.9
San Antonio 16.0

Median 11.5

Poverty Rate - 2008
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Prosperity for All

Indicator E: Average Annual Pay
Ranked highest to lowest by change in average annual pay, 2003 to 2008

Status:
S Average annual pay in metro Milwaukee rose at a 18.17% pace over the 2003 to 2008 period, modestly 
         higher than inflation's 17% increase.
S Metro Milwaukee's gain in average annual pay ranked at the mid-point of the comparables group.

Comparable Metro 2003 2008 % chg.
San Jose $65,182 $80,063 22.83%
Salt Lake City 34,071 41,628 22.18%
Nashville 36,027 43,964 22.03%
St. Louis 37,429 45,419 21.35%
Baltimore 39,927 48,438 21.32%
Pittsburgh 36,394 44,124 21.24%
San Antonio 32,290 38,876 20.40%
Chicago 43,301 51,775 19.57%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 43,000 51,044 18.71%
Kansas City 37,267 44,155 18.48%
Milwaukee 37,626 44,462 18.17%
Charlotte 40,126 47,332 17.96%
Portland 38,494 45,326 17.75%
Orlando 33,411 39,322 17.69%
Raleigh 37,315 43,912 17.68%
Cincinnati 37,548 43,801 16.65%
Columbus 37,370 43,533 16.49%
Buffalo 33,587 38,984 16.07%
Cleveland 37,504 43,467 15.90%
Indianapolis 37,326 43,128 15.54%
Detroit 44,788 50,081 11.82%

Median 37,429 44,124 18.17%

Change in Average Annual Pay - 2003 to 2008
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Quality of Life

Indicator Direction Comparables
a: Net population migration V V
b. Crime rate (city) V V
c. Housing costs V V
d. Cost-of-living index N.A. V
e. State & local tax intensity S V
f. Performing arts groups V S
g. Air quality index S S
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Quality of Life

Indicator A: Net Population Migration - 2000 to 2008
Ranked highest to lowest by net migration 2000 to 2008 as a percentage of 2000 population

Status:
V In the 2000 to 2008 period, metro Milwaukee posted a net population outflow of 49,512 or 3.3% of its 
         2000 population.
V Metro Milwaukee ranked fifth worse in the net population migration indicator.

Metro Area
International 

migration
Domestic 
migration

Total net 
migration

Net migration 
as % of pop.

Raleigh 35,372 171,932 207,304 26.01%
Charlotte 44,413 223,724 268,137 20.15%
Orlando 74,911 237,203 312,114 18.98%
San Antonio 30,640 156,135 186,775 10.91%
Nashville 26,400 112,353 138,753 10.58%
Portland 71,443 103,445 174,888 9.07%
Indianapolis 21,524 64,372 85,896 5.63%
Columbus 31,386 25,710 57,096 3.54%
Kansas City 29,945 24,098 54,043 2.94%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 75,425 -22,606 52,819 1.78%
Salt Lake City 41,211 -33,118 8,093 0.84%
Cincinnati 17,985 -18,954 -969 -0.05%
Baltimore 32,841 -35,429 -2,588 -0.10%
St. Louis 27,722 -41,387 -13,665 -0.51%
Chicago 401,002 -520,925 -119,923 -1.32%
Pittsburgh 16,119 -57,928 -41,809 -1.72%
Milwaukee 24,674 -74,186 -49,512 -3.30%
San Jose 169,164 -234,359 -65,195 -3.76%
Buffalo 10,452 -56,130 -45,678 -3.90%
Cleveland 26,340 -129,976 -103,636 -4.82%
Detroit 94,741 -332,314 -237,573 -5.34%

Median 31,386 -22,606 8,093 0.84%

Net Population Migration as Percent of Population - 2000 to 2008
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Quality of Life

Indicator B: City Crimes per 100,000 Population
Ranked lowest to highest by number of crimes per 100,000 population, 2008

Status:
V Crimes per 100,000 population in the City of Milwaukee rose 0.6% over the 2003 to 2008 period.
V Milwaukee's crime rate of 7,291 crimes per 100,000 population ranks higher then the 7,176 median rate 
         for the comparables group.

Comparable Metros/Largest City 2003 2008 % chg.
San Jose 2,652 2,745 3.5%
Raleigh 5,409 3,979 -26.4%
Pittsburgh 5,963 5,160 -13.5%
Chicago 6,323 5,868 -7.2%
Portland 8,507 5,911 -30.5%
Baltimore 7,548 6,406 -15.1%
Nashville 8,466 6,767 -20.1%
Minneapolis 6,583 6,783 3.0%
Buffalo 6,788 7,100 4.6%
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 7,744 7,117 -8.1%
Columbus 8,614 7,196 -16.5%
Cleveland 6,890 7,201 4.5%
Indianapolis 6,556 7,288 11.2%
Milwaukee 7,250 7,291 0.6%
Cincinnati 8,575 7,346 -14.3%
Kansas City 9,333 7,652 -18.0%
Detroit 9,004 7,786 -13.5%
San Antonio 7,442 7,938 6.7%
Salt Lake City 9,803 9,738 -0.7%
Orlando 10,314 10,239 -0.7%
St. Louis 13,706 10,619 -22.5%

Median 7,548 7,196 -8.1%
 

City Crimes per 100,000 Population - 2008
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Quality of Life

Indicator C: Relative Home Costs
Ranking lowest to hightest by median resale price of single family homes divided by median family income, 2008

Status:
V Metro Milwaukee's ratio of home prices to family income rose from 2.93 to 3.14 over the 2003 to 2008 period
V The metro Milwaukee area ranked three positions under the median point (2.79) for available metros. 

Comparable Metro Median family income
Median resale 
price of home Ratio

Indianapolis $65,100 $111,200 1.71
Buffalo 60,900 105,400 1.73
Cleveland 62,100 108,500 1.75
Pittsburgh 60,000 118,400 1.97
Cincinnati 66,200 131,800 1.99
St. Louis 65,000 133,200 2.05
Kansas City 67,800 144,200 2.13
Columbus 65,300 139,300 2.13
Minneapolis-St. Paul 80,900 202,000 2.50
San Antonio 54,700 152,800 2.79
Raleigh 74,900 223,400 2.98
Charlotte 64,300 197,800 3.08
Milwaukee 67,700 212,300 3.14
Chicago 71,600 245,600 3.43
Baltimore 78,200 274,100 3.51
Salt Lake City 65,300 229,600 3.52
Orlando 59,200 208,900 3.53
Portland 67,500 280,100 4.15
San Jose 97,800 668,000 6.83
Detroit 68,400 n.a. n.a.
Nashville 63,200 n.a. n.a.

Median 65,300 197,800 2.79

Relative Home Costs - 2008 

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

IN
D

BU
F

CL
E

PI
T

CI
N

ST
L KC CO
L

MS
P SA RA
L

CH
A

MI
L

CH
I

BA
L

SL
C

OR
L

PO
R SJ DE
T

NA
S

NA NA

T

29



Quality of Life

Indicator D: ACCRA Cost of Living Index
Ranked lowest to highest by third quarter, 2009 cost of living index

Status:
V Metro Milwaukee's cost of living index (101.1) is 1% higher than the national city average and higher than 
          the 98.7 median index value for available metros in the comparable group.

Comparable Area
Cost of Living Index

U.S. Avg.=100
Indianapolis 87.6
Nashville 89.3
St. Louis 89.8
Pittsburgh 90.4
Cincinnati 90.5
Columbus 94.3
Charlotte 94.5
Buffalo 94.9
San Antonio 95.3
Kansas City 96.3
Cleveland 98.7
Orlando 98.8
Milwaukee 101.1
Salt Lake City 101.7
Raleigh 102.4
Detroit 103.8
Minneapolis-St. Paul 109.1
Chicago 112.3
Portland 113.6
Baltimore 120.9
San Jose 153.1

Median 98.7

ACCRA Cost of Living Index - Third Quarter, 2009
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Quality of Life

Indicator E: Tax Intensity Ratio of Relative State & Local Taxes to Personal Income
Ranked lowest to highest by 2006/07 relative state & local taxes to relatvie per capita personal income

Status:
S The tax intensity ratio for Wisconsin fell 5.5% over the most recent five year period, from 1.16 in 2001/02
         to 1.10 for 2006/07.
V Wisconsin's tax intensity ratio of 1.10 rated higher than the 0.96 mid-point for the comparables group. 

Comparable State 2001/02 2006/07 Percent Chg.
Massachusetts 0.73 0.74 1.4%
Colorado 0.77 0.78 1.5%
Maryland 0.86 0.79 -8.0%
Illinois 0.92 0.92 -0.6%
Florida 0.94 0.92 -2.6%
California 0.93 0.93 0.0%
Tennessee 0.91 0.93 2.5%
Texas 0.99 0.94 -5.4%
Missouri 1.00 0.94 -5.5%
Minnesota 1.02 0.96 -6.0%
Oregon 0.93 0.96 3.8%
Alabama 1.06 0.99 -6.7%
Pennsylvania 0.99 1.01 1.5%
Indiana 1.08 1.03 -4.1%
Iowa 1.12 1.07 -4.1%
North Carolina 1.04 1.08 3.3%
Wisconsin 1.16 1.10 -5.5%
Michigan 1.04 1.11 6.5%
Ohio 1.13 1.15 1.7%
New York 1.13 1.19 5.3%
Utah 1.23 1.25 1.2%

Median 1.00 0.96 0.00

Ratio of Relative State & Local Taxes to Personal Income - 2006/07
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Quality of Life

Indicator F: Performing Arts Groups per 100,000 Population
Ranked highest to lowest by number of performing arts groups per 100,000 population, 2007

Status:
V Performing arts groups in the Milwaukee area numbered 60 in 2007, down from 64 in 2002, leading to a 
         per capita decline in this period.
S Metro Milwaukee ranked fourth highest in the number of performing arts companies per 100,000 population.

Comparable Metro

Number of 
Performing Arts 

Groups
Metro 

Population

Arts Groups
per 100,000 
Population

Nashville 330 1,520,160 21.71
Orlando 104 2,028,669 5.13
Minneapolis-St. Paul 151 3,197,620 4.72
Milwaukee 60 1,543,378 3.89
Chicago 365 9,496,853 3.84
Pittsburgh 77 2,354,159 3.27
Portland 64 2,166,491 2.95
Indianapolis 48 1,692,737 2.84
Salt Lake City 30 1,095,362 2.74
Buffalo 30 1,126,513 2.66
San Jose 45 1,786,355 2.52
Baltimore 66 2,663,805 2.48
Cleveland 50 2,094,885 2.39
Raleigh 24 1,043,961 2.30
San Antonio 42 1,984,921 2.12
Kansas City 41 1,981,480 2.07
Columbus 35 1,753,010 2.00
Charlotte 30 1,646,431 1.82
St. Louis 50 2,805,465 1.78
Cincinnati 38 2,143,824 1.77
Detroit 74 4,457,523 1.66

Median 50 1,984,921 2.52

Performing Arts Groups per 100,000 Population - 2007
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Quality of Life

Indicator G: Performing Arts Groups per 100,000 Population
Ranked highest to lowest by average number of days, 2004-2007

Status:
S The average number of days in which the Air Quality Index (AQI) in the Milwaukee area registered greater 
         than 100 in the 2004 to 2007 period fell 35.62% vs. the previous four year average.
S Metro Milwaukee's average number of days with a AQI of greater than 100 over the 2004 to 2007 period 
         fell below the median level of 18.5 days.

Comparable Metro (Old)
Avg. 

2000-2003
Avg.

2004-2007 % chg.
Minneapolis-St. Paul 6.75 3.25 -51.85
Portland 4.50 3.75 -16.67
San Jose 5.25 4.25 -19.05
San Antonio 13.25 6.75 -49.06
Orlando 8.75 7.25 -17.14
Raleigh-Durham 18.50 9.75 -47.30
Columbus 21.50 10.25 -52.33
Milwaukee 18.25 11.75 -35.62
Buffalo 18.25 14.00 -23.29
Kansas City 20.50 15.25 -25.61
Chicago 27.00 18.50 -31.48
Indianapolis 24.75 19.00 -23.23
Detroit 29.25 20.50 -29.91
Nashville 31.25 21.25 -32.00
Cincinnati 28.50 23.75 -16.67
Charlotte 31.50 24.25 -23.02
Cleveland 33.50 24.25 -27.61
St. Louis 36.00 28.50 -20.83
Salt Lake City-Ogden 26.50 29.75 12.26
Baltimore 44.75 36.50 -18.44
Pittsburgh 49.25 44.75 -9.14

Median 24.75 18.50 -23.29

Average Number of Days with Air Quality Index Above 100 - 2004-2007
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Ready to Learn

Indicator Direction Comparables
a. Student-teacher ratio V V
b. Current expenditures per student S S
c. High school completion rate S V
d. Births to teenage mothers S V
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Ready to Learn

Indicator A: Student-Teacher Ratio - Public Primary & Secondary Schools
Ranked lowest to highest by student-teacher ratio, 2006/07 school year

Status:
V Milwaukee Public School's student-teacher ratio rose from 16.3 to 17.6 over the 2001/02 to 2006/07 period. 
V MPS's  student-teacher ratio ranks higher than the median 15.9 ratio for the comparables group.

Comparable Metro/Urban School District 2001/02 2006/07 Percent chg.
Buffalo 12.8 12.8 0.00%
Pittsburgh 13.6 13.1 -3.68%
Kansas City 15.0 13.2 -12.00%
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 15.3 13.7 -10.46%
St. Louis 12.7 14.0 10.24%
Raleigh/Wake County 15.9 14.0 -11.95%
Baltimore 15.5 14.3 -7.74%
Nashville-Davidson 14.4 14.8 2.78%
Indianapolis 15.4 15.2 -1.30%
Cleveland 10.9 15.8 44.95%
San Antonio 15.7 15.9 1.27%
Orlando/Orange County 17.6 16.0 -9.09%
Detroit 18.4 16.5 -10.33%
Cincinnati 13.5 16.7 23.70%
Minneapolis 14.5 16.7 15.17%
Milwaukee 16.3 17.6 7.98%
Columbus 14.9 17.9 20.13%
Portland 17.5 18.6 6.29%
San Jose 19.9 20.1 1.01%
Salt Lake City 20.3 21.0 3.45%
Chicago 18.2 21.8 19.78%

Median 15.4 15.9 1.27%

Student-Teacher Ratio - 2006/07
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Ready to Learn

Indicator B: Current Expenditures per Student - Public Primary & Secondary Schools
Ranked highest to lowest by current expenditures per student, 2006/07 school year

Status:
S Current spending per student rose 21.77% over the 2001/02 to 2006/07 period, faster than the 13.4%
         increase in.consumer prices.
S At $11,725, MPS's current spending per student ranks higher than the median spending figure of $11,383.

Comparable Metro/Urban School District 2001/02 2006/07 Percent chg.
Buffalo $11,558 $15,078 30.46%
Pittsburgh 9,796 13,909 41.99%
Indianapolis 9,158 12,587 37.44%
Minneapolis 10,896 12,549 15.17%
Baltimore 9,242 12,440 34.60%
Detroit 9,108 11,896 30.61%
Columbus 9,401 11,895 26.53%
Kansas City 8,622 11,854 37.49%
Cincinnati 9,123 11,757 28.87%
Milwaukee 9,629 11,725 21.77%
Cleveland 9,541 11,383 19.31%
Portland 8,121 9,964 22.69%
St. Louis 10,144 9,752 -3.86%
Chicago 7,651 9,666 26.34%
San Jose 8,522 9,204 8.00%
Nashville-Davidson 7,207 8,561 18.79%
San Antonio 7,182 8,402 16.99%
Orlando/Orange County 5,994 8,116 35.40%
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 7,000 8,081 15.44%
Raleigh/Wake County 6,633 7,728 16.51%
Salt Lake City 5,627 6,761 20.15%

Median 9,108 11,383 22.69%

Current Expenditures per Student - 2006/07
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Ready to Learn

Indicator C: Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate - Five Year Averages
Ranked highest to lowest by percentage of freshman granted high school diplomas four years later

Status:
S The five year average, averaged freshman graduation rate for Milwaukee Public Schools increased from 
         45.58% over the 96/97 to 00/01 period to 52.22% in the 01/02 to 05/06 period.
V MPS's averaged freshman graduation rate ranks lower than the 56.26% median for the comparables group.

Comparable Metro/Urban School District
Avg. 

96/97 to 00/01
Avg.

01/02 to 05/06
Percentage 
Point Chg. 

Raleigh/Wake County 76.52 82.71 6.19
San Jose 71.54 75.18 3.64
Salt Lake City 68.68 68.35 -0.33
Orlando/Orange County 61.20 66.68 5.48
Portland 58.22 66.56 8.34
Charlotte-Mecklenburg 66.29 66.19 -0.10
Pittsburgh 67.69 61.91 -5.78
San Antonio 56.59 59.03 2.44
Nashville-Davidson 48.05 58.70 10.65
Kansas City 44.32 56.64 12.32
Columbus 48.50 56.26 7.76
Minneapolis 57.70 55.13 -2.57
Chicago 49.86 54.10 4.24
Baltimore 47.95 52.26 4.31
Milwaukee 45.58 52.22 6.64
Buffalo 52.57 50.36 -2.21
St. Louis 42.30 48.97 6.67
Cincinnati 33.07 46.09 13.02
Detroit 47.91 45.02 -2.89
Cleveland 33.55 44.74 11.19
Indianapolis 37.74 36.32 -1.43

Median 49.86 56.26 4.31

Averaged Freshman Graduation Rate, Average 01/02 to 05/06
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Ready to Learn

Indicator D: Births to Teenage Mothers
Ranked lowest to highest by percent of all live births to teenage mothers, 2002

Status:
S Births to teenage mothers in metro Milwaukee fell from 13.11% in 1997 to 11.55% in 2002.
V Metro Milwaukee's rate of births to teenage mothers ranks second highest among the comparables group.

Comparable Metros (old) 1997 2002
Percent 

point chg.
San Jose 8.28% 5.52% -2.76
Minneapolis-St. Paul 8.06% 6.67% -1.39
Portland 10.55% 7.72% -2.83
Raleigh 9.22% 7.76% -1.46
Pittsburgh 9.01% 7.90% -1.11
Salt Lake City 11.06% 8.05% -3.01
Detroit 10.74% 8.63% -2.11
Buffalo 10.17% 9.18% -0.99
Columbus 12.22% 9.29% -2.93
Chicago 11.80% 9.64% -2.16
Cleveland 12.28% 9.83% -2.45
Charlotte 12.67% 10.14% -2.53
Kansas City 12.05% 10.14% -1.91
St. Louis 12.31% 10.33% -1.98
Baltimore 11.60% 10.54% -1.06
Nashville 13.68% 10.63% -3.05
Orlando 13.01% 10.69% -2.32
Cincinnati 13.56% 10.80% -2.76
Indianapolis 13.16% 10.94% -2.22
Milwaukee 13.11% 11.55% -1.56
San Antonio 17.00% 15.29% -1.71

Median 12.05% 9.83% -2.16

Births to Teenage Mothers - 2002
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Ready to Work

Indicator Direction Comparables
a. Nonfarm employment S V
b. Unemployment rate S S
c. Educational attainment S S
d. Post secondary degrees S S
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Ready to Work

Indicator A: Nonfarm Employment (in thousands)
Ranked highest to lowest by percent change in nonfarm employment, 2003 to 2008

Status:
S Nonfarm employment in the metro area rose 2.6% in the 2003 to 2008 period, a gain of 21,800 jobs.
V Milwaukee's job gain in this period trailed the median 5.1% growth posted for the comparables group.

Comparable Metro 2003 2008 % chg.
Raleigh 436.7 520.4 19.2%
Orlando 928.0 1,078.7 16.2%
Salt Lake City 556.2 642.2 15.5%
San Antonio 751.3 853.2 13.6%
Charlotte 765.2 859.6 12.3%
Portland 934.3 1,035.5 10.8%
Nashville 697.6 758.7 8.8%
Kansas City 958.6 1,018.4 6.2%
Indianapolis 865.5 914.3 5.6%
Baltimore 1,248.9 1,315.1 5.3%
San Jose 870.3 915.1 5.1%
Minneapolis-St. Paul 1,723.8 1,783.8 3.5%
Columbus 910.6 940.9 3.3%
St. Louis 1,321.2 1,358.1 2.8%
Cincinnati 1,016.0 1,043.0 2.7%
Chicago 4,412.2 4,528.8 2.6%
Milwaukee 830.4 852.2 2.6%
Pittsburgh 1,134.0 1,149.1 1.3%
Buffalo 545.5 551.8 1.2%
Cleveland 1,074.1 1,059.1 -1.4%
Detroit 2,066.8 1,898.8 -8.1%

Median 928.0 1,018.4 5.1%

Nonfarm Employment Change - 2003 to 2008
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Ready to Work

Indicator B: Unemployment Rate (percent)
Ranked lowest to highest by 2008 percent unemployment

Status:
S At 4.8%, metro Milwaukee's unemployment rate fell 1.3 percentage points over the 2003 to 2008 period.
S Metro Milwaukee's 2008 unemployment rate ranked fourth lowest among the comparables group.

Comparable Metro 2003 2008
% pt. 
chg.

Salt Lake City 5.8 3.3 -2.5
Baltimore 4.8 4.6 -0.2
San Antonio 6.1 4.7 -1.4
Milwaukee 6.1 4.8 -1.3
Raleigh 5.4 4.9 -0.5
Indianapolis 4.8 5.1 0.3
Pittsburgh 5.9 5.1 -0.8
Minneapolis-St. Paul 4.7 5.2 0.5
Nashville 4.7 5.5 0.8
Columbus 5.3 5.5 0.2
Kansas City 6.0 5.7 -0.3
Portland 8.3 5.8 -2.5
Cincinnati 5.3 5.8 0.5
Orlando 5.1 5.9 0.8
Buffalo 5.9 6.0 0.1
San Jose 8.4 6.1 -2.3
Chicago 6.8 6.2 -0.6
Charlotte 6.3 6.4 0.1
St. Louis 5.8 6.6 0.8
Cleveland 6.0 6.6 0.6
Detroit 7.2 8.8 1.6

Median 5.9 5.7 0.1

Percent Unemployed - 2008
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Ready to Work

Indicator C:  Educational Attainment
Ranked highest to lowest by percent of population age 25 & above with bachelor's degree or higher, 2008

Status:
S The percentage of those age 25 and over with a bachelor's degree or higher rose from 27% in 2000 to 
         30.9% in 2008 in the Milwaukee area.
S Metro Milwaukee's percentage of those with a bachelor's degree or higher ranked at the mid-point of 
         metros in the comparables group.

Comparable Metro

% high school 
graduate 
or higher

% associate's 
degree 

or higher

% bachelor's 
degree 

or higher

% graduate or
professional 

degree
San Jose 85.3 50.8 43.5 19.2
Raleigh 89.8 49.3 41.5 14.1
Minneapolis-St. Paul 92.7 46.5 37.6 12.1
Baltimore 87.7 40.3 34.3 14.6
Portland 90.0 41.4 33.3 11.7
Chicago 85.5 39.6 33.0 12.5
Columbus 89.5 39.4 32.8 11.4
Charlotte 86.4 39.9 32.0 9.9
Kansas City 90.1 39.2 31.9 11.4
Indianapolis 88.7 38.9 31.8 10.7
Milwaukee 88.9 38.1 30.9 10.5
Salt Lake City 88.9 38.6 30.0 10.3
Nashville 85.7 35.4 29.4 9.8
St. Louis 88.4 36.9 29.0 10.8
Pittsburgh 90.8 37.9 28.7 10.8
Cincinnati 87.4 36.0 28.1 10.4
Cleveland 88.0 34.3 27.0 10.0
Buffalo 88.7 38.5 26.9 11.9
Detroit 87.1 34.1 26.5 10.4
Orlando 87.5 36.1 26.3 8.5
San Antonio 81.7 31.5 24.6 8.6

Median 88.4 38.6 30.9 10.8

Percent of Population Age 25+ with Bachelor's Degree or Higher - 2008
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Ready to Work

Indicator D: Post Secondary Degrees Conferred per 100,000 Population, 2006-2007
Ranked high to low by total degrees conferred per 100,000 population, 2006-2007

Status:
S On a population adjusted basis, the number of post secondary degrees conferred in the metro area rose 
         from 841 degrees per 100,000 population in academic year 2001-02 to 972 per 100,000 in 2006-07.  
S Metro Milwaukee's number of degrees per 100,000 for 2006/07 ranked at the middle of the comparable group.

Comparable Metro Associate's Bachelor's Post graduate Total
Buffalo-Niagara Falls 304.92 728.62 570.61 1,604.15
Orlando 524.38 585.75 139.30 1,249.44
Columbus 154.36 783.05 311.41 1,248.82
Pittsburgh 295.26 570.86 361.02 1,227.15
St. Louis 276.71 461.53 480.63 1,218.87
Salt Lake City 326.92 595.60 264.66 1,187.19
Minneapolis-St. Paul 265.64 482.80 351.61 1,100.04
San Jose 233.60 419.68 400.54 1,053.82
Baltimore 173.89 482.02 389.67 1,045.57
Nashville 177.55 553.49 264.64 995.68
Milwaukee 175.52 539.47 256.58 971.57
Chicago 193.03 401.99 363.53 958.55
Cincinnati 185.23 495.61 235.70 916.54
Raleigh 153.65 540.15 196.65 890.45
Portland 249.20 349.32 215.19 813.71
Cleveland 196.76 289.42 206.69 692.88
Kansas City 219.28 315.47 150.44 685.19
Indianapolis 147.99 318.42 200.74 667.14
Charlotte 200.92 349.24 100.64 650.80
San Antonio 189.43 320.42 139.75 649.60
Detroit 202.98 208.64 186.47 598.09

Median 200.92 482.02 256.58 971.57

Post Secondary Degrees Conferred per 100,000 populaiton - 2006-07
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Return on Tourism & Conventions

Indicator Direction Comparables
a. Traveler expenditures V N.A.
b. Convention room nights V N.A.
c. Hotel & motel rooms S V

44



Return on Tourism and Conventions

Indicator A: Traveler Expenditures - Metro Milwaukee

Status:
V Traveler expenditures rose in the Milwaukee area 9.86% over the 2003 to 2008 period, below the 17% 
         increase in consumer prices nationally over the same time period.

Traveler 
Expenditures

Annual 
Percent Chg.

1989 $1,787,285,836 N.A.
1999 1,884,344,802 5.43%
2000 2,298,716,391 21.99%
2001 2,416,005,848 5.10%
2002 2,426,089,617 0.42%
2003 2,423,913,077 -0.09%
2004 2,404,845,597 -0.79%
2005 2,405,896,884 0.04%
2006 2,579,549,649 7.22%
2007 2,578,600,999 -0.04%
2008 2,662,790,433 3.26%

Percent chg. 2003 to 2008 9.86%

Traveler Expenditures - Metro Milwaukee
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Return on Tourism and Conventions

Indicator B: Convention Room Nights Booked

Status:
V Convention room nights booked fell modestly over the past five years from 166,191 room nights in 2003 
         to 2008's 166,132.

Convention Room
Nights Booked

Annual 
Percent Chg.

2003 166,191 N.A.
2004 156,407 -5.89%
2005 205,929 31.66%
2006 176,668 -14.21%
2007 136,288 -22.86%
2008 166,132 21.90%

Percent chg. 2003 to 2008 -0.04%

Convention Room Nights Booked
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Return on Tourism and Conventions

Indicator C: Number of Hotel & Motel Rooms
Ranked highest to lowest by number of rooms, 2008

Status:
S The number of hotel & motel rooms in the metro area has risen from 13,000 in 2004 to 13,724 in 2008.
V At 13,724, the number of hotel & motel rooms in the metro area trailes the 21,214 mid-point for the 
         comparables group.

Comparable Metro
Hotel & Motel 

Rooms
Orlando 112,156
Chicago 85,000
Minneapolis-St. Paul 38,000
St. Louis 35,750
Detroit 35,034
San Antonio 34,322
Nashville 33,134
Charlotte 29,641
Kansas City 29,344
Indianapolis 29,000
Columbus 21,214
Portland 20,985
Pittsburgh 20,543
Cincinnati 19,453
Salt Lake City 17,000
Baltimore 15,705
Cleveland 14,469
Raleigh 14,000
Milwaukee 13,724
Buffalo 12,413
San Jose 7,085

Median 21,214

Number of Hotel & Motel Rooms - 2008
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Startup & Growth Capital

Indicator Direction Comparables
a. Employer establishment births S V
b. Venture capital investments S V
c. Academic research expenditures S S
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Startup and Growth Capital

Indicator A: Employer Establishment Births per 100,000 Population
Ranked highest to lowest by establishment firm births per 100,000 population, 2005/06

Status:
S The number of firm births in 2005/06 period totaled 238 establishments per 100,000 population, up from 
         the 220 establishments per 100,000 in the 2000/01 period.  
V The establishment birth rate in metro Milwaukee's trailed the median rate of the comparable group.

Comparable Metro

2005/06 
Establishment 

Births
2006 

Population

Establishment 
Births per 

100,000 Pop.
Orlando 8,657 1,993,945 434.2
Salt Lake City 4,130 1,074,254 384.5
Raleigh 3,643 997,115 365.4
Portland 7,497 2,126,475 352.6
Charlotte 5,473 1,580,070 346.4
Minneapolis-St. Paul 10,139 3,164,180 320.4
San Jose 5,406 1,762,258 306.8
Nashville 4,455 1,485,689 299.9
Kansas City 5,613 1,958,328 286.6
Indianapolis 4,747 1,668,248 284.6
Baltimore 7,288 2,658,022 274.2
Chicago 25,187 9,439,805 266.8
St. Louis 7,233 2,790,760 259.2
Cleveland 5,123 2,103,850 243.5
San Antonio 4,682 1,931,994 242.3
Columbus 4,144 1,732,478 239.2
Milwaukee 3,658 1,538,721 237.7
Detroit 10,496 4,486,620 233.9
Cincinnati 4,651 2,119,959 219.4
Pittsburgh 5,113 2,360,750 216.6
Buffalo 2,266 1,131,989 200.2

Median 5,123 1,958,328 274.2

Establishment Births per 100,000 Population, 2005/06
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Startup and Growth Capital

Indicator B: Venture Capital Investments Per 100,000 Population
Ranked highest to lowest by venture capital investment ($ mil.) per 100,000 population, 2006-08

Status:
S Venture capital investments in Wisconsin totaled $4.2 million per 100,000 population over the 2006 to 2008 
         period, 42% higher than the total for the previous three year period (2003 to 2005).
V Venture capital investments in Wisconsin signficantly lagged the median ($16.87 million per 100,000) for 
         the comparables group in the 2006-08 period.

Comparable State
Total 

2003-05 ($mil.)
Total 

2006-08 ($mil.) % chg.
Massachusetts $130.09 $144.50 11.1%
California 83.33 112.16 34.6%
Colorado 38.04 42.01 10.4%
Maryland 26.37 31.49 19.4%
Minnesota 16.12 23.87 48.1%
Utah 22.02 21.16 -3.9%
New York 13.30 19.57 47.2%
Pennsylvania 13.15 19.19 45.9%
Texas 15.90 17.42 9.5%
North Carolina 13.23 17.13 29.5%
Oregon 10.50 16.87 60.6%
Illinois 7.04 10.64 51.1%
Florida 5.88 6.42 9.2%
Michigan 2.88 4.76 65.3%
Indiana 3.14 4.36 38.9%
Wisconsin 2.96 4.20 41.8%
Ohio 2.38 4.07 71.0%
Missouri 3.44 3.76 9.4%
Tennessee 3.88 3.05 -21.3%
Alabama 1.69 1.61 -4.7%
Iowa 1.59 1.60 0.8%

Median 10.50 16.87 29.5%

Venture Capital Investments (in $mil.)Per 100,000 Population, 2006-2008
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Startup and Growth Capital

Indicator C: Academic Research Expenditures per 100,000 Population
Ranked highest to lowest by academic research expenditures per 100,000 population, fiscal year 2007

Status:
S Academic research spending in metro Milwaukee per 100,000 population rose from $8.1 million in 2002 to 
         $12.2 million in 2007, a 50.1% increase.  
S Milwaukee ranked at the mid-point of the comparables group on academic research expenditures.

Comparable Metro

2007
Research 

expenditures
2007

Population

Research 
expenditures per 

100,000 pop.
San Jose $903,989,720 1,786,355 $50,605,267
Baltimore 1,297,773,344 2,663,805 48,718,782
Pittsburgh 780,208,043 2,354,159 33,141,689
Nashville 382,623,258 1,520,160 25,169,933
Columbus 363,710,897 1,753,010 20,747,794
Salt Lake City 217,805,000 1,095,362 19,884,294
Raleigh 207,564,926 1,043,961 19,882,441
Cleveland 374,895,442 2,094,885 17,895,753
St. Louis 486,426,403 2,805,465 17,338,530
Minneapolis-St. Paul 501,700,854 3,197,620 15,689,821
Milwaukee 188,779,910 1,543,378 12,231,606
Chicago 1,019,107,536 9,496,853 10,731,003
Portland 204,733,861 2,166,491 9,450,021
Buffalo 95,565,376 1,126,513 8,483,291
Cincinnati 167,475,073 2,143,824 7,811,979
Indianapolis 126,838,431 1,692,737 7,493,097
San Antonio 144,730,922 1,984,921 7,291,521
Orlando 95,980,321 2,028,669 4,731,197
Detroit 156,026,634 4,457,523 3,500,299
Charlotte 25,034,163 1,646,431 1,520,511
Kansas City 18,857,086 1,981,480 951,667

Median 207,564,926 1,984,921 12,231,606

Academic Research Expenditures per 100,000 population - 2007
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Sources

Business Growth Source
a. Gross metropolitan product per capita U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
b. Number of business establishments County Business Patterns, U.S. Census Bureau
c. Value of manufactured exports International Trade Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce
d. State & local government taxes U.S. Census Bureau
e. Corporate license & income taxes U.S. Census Bureau
f. Fortune 500 headquarters Fortune Magazine
Infrastructure Support for Business
a. Electric rates Energy Information Administration, U.S. Department of Energy
b. Water & wastewater costs Brown & Caldwell and Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District
c. Domestic destinations served nonstop Transtats, U.S. Department of Transportation
d. Air freight activity Transtats, U.S. Department of Transportation
e. Commute times American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
Minority Business Participation
a. Black unemployment rate American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
b. Minority officials & managers U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
c. Women officials & managers U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
d. Number of minority owned businesses Survey of Business Owners, U.S. Census Bureau
e. Sales/receipts in minority owned businesses Survey of Business Owners, U.S. Census Bureau
Prosperity for All
a. Total personal income U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
b. Per-capita personal income U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
c. Median household income American Commuity Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
d. Poverty rate American Commuity Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
e. Average annual pay Quarterly Census of Employment & Wages, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
Quality of Life
a. Net population migration U.S. Census Bureau
b. Crime rate (city) Uniform Crime Reports, Federal Bureau of Investigation
c. Housing costs U.S. Depart. of Housing & Urban Development & National Realtors Assn.
d. Cost-of-living index ACCRA Cost of Living Index
e. State & local tax intensity U.S. Census Bureau & U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis
f. Performing arts groups County Business Patterns, U.S. Census Bureau
g. Air quality index U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Ready to Learn
a. Student-teacher ratio National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education
b. Current expenditures per student National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education
c. High school completion rate National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education
d. Births to teenage mothers National Center for Health Statistics, U.S. Depart. of Health & Human Services
Ready to Work
a. Nonfarm employment Current Employment Statistics, U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
b. Unemployment rate Local Area Unemployment Statistics, U.S. Bureru of Labor Statistics
c. Educational attainment American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau
d. Post secondary degrees National Center for Education Statistics, U.S. Department of Education
Return on Tourism & Conventions
a. Traveler expenditures Wisconsin Department of Tourism
b. Convention room nights Visit Milwaukee
c. Hotel & motel rooms Visit Milwaukee
Startup & Growth Capital
a. Employer firm births Statistics of U.S. Businesses, U.S. Census Bureau
b. Venture capital investments PricewaterhouseCoopers/National Venure Capital Assn. MoneyTree report
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