
Your Global Network
Exporters are driving the region’s economy. 
We’re here to help.
Recent studies from the U.S. International 
Trade Commission and the Journal of 
Economics and Management Strategy have 
found that exporters:

• Enjoy higher revenues
• Experience faster growth
• Are more innovative
• Have more productive employees

The question for many firms in the 
Milwaukee Region is not why should they 
export, but HOW?

That’s where WTA comes in. The MMAC’s 
World Trade Association (WTA) is the 
region’s largest and most experienced 
network of international exporters, importers, 
suppliers and service providers.   

WTA links companies and individuals 
with common interests in exploring and 
expanding their global business. We provide 
programs, events and peer exchange forums 
you won’t find anywhere else. Members 
benefit from outside experts and from 
sharing their own knowledge.

Wisconsin, which ranks first in the nation 
for the number of manufacturing jobs 
per capita, is particularly 
well poised to grow 
its exports.

www.mmac.org/wta.html



VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT
As a member of MMAC/WTA, you can get 
involved by helping develop the programming and 
direction of WTA’s services. An engaged group 
of volunteers provide valuable input on the latest 
international trends and issues to help you stay 
informed.

NETWORKING EVENTS
Good business is all about relationships. 
Sometimes the best way to connect with other 
professionals is not at a presentation, but during 
a wine tasting, golf game or over great ethnic 
cuisine. WTA sponsors several informal social 
events throughout the year so you can get to know 
other international business professionals in a 
casual setting.

OVERCOMING OBSTACLES
We understand the challenges that come with 
exporting. Finding partners you can trust; 
getting accurate market intelligence; handling 
foreign regulations and compliance; and 
protecting your intellectual property are just a 
few of the issues we can help you navigate.

ADRESSING POLICY CONCERNS
Many of the issues affecting your ability to do 
business globally are national or international 
policies and regulations. WTA, together with 
the MMAC, lobbies on behalf of its members to 
represent their interests with state and federal 
legislators. Recently, WTA took a position to 
support the renewal of the Ex-Im Charter Bank 
and is working with a delegation to address 
labor issues at the West Coast Port. Our 
experts follow the issues, keep members 
informed, and ensure that your viewpoint is 
represented.

WTA’S MEMBERSHIP NETWORK
MMAC’s World Trade Association network is strong and growing. About half of our members have 
been involved in international trade for more than 15 years, while 25% are just getting started. 
WTA includes distributors, service providers and representatives from educational institutions 
and government – everyone you need to know in the international arena.

WISCONSIN’S PREMIER INTERNATIONAL TRADE CONFERENCE
For 50+ years, MMAC’s World Trade Association has presented the 
annual Wisconsin International Trade Conference – the largest of its 
kind in the state. The day-long event includes a choice of break-out 
sessions, the Governor’s Export Achievement Awards Luncheon, one-
on-one meetings with international resource experts and a late afternoon 
reception.

“WTA is great at identifying the 
needs of its members in the current 
international business environment 

and developing programs 
accordingly.”

BRUCE GLAUB
Vice President, Global Trade Services

BMO Capital Markets

“The Wisconsin Trade Conference 
is a ‘must’ for those who are new to exporting, 

as well as the seasoned veterans, alike! 
There is a wealth of informational resources 

that participants can tap into during the 
day-long conference.”

DEB KOPCZYNSKI
Director of International Sales

Hatco Corp.
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MEMBERSHIP PACKAGES

HOW YOU BENEFIT FROM WTA MEMBERSHIP
WTA holds regular Educational Forums, which cover an 
extensive range of topics. Sample programs include: 
•  Logistics  
•  Legal and taxation issues
•  International finance and compliance 
•  Distributors, agents and joint ventures 
•  Import/export regulations
•  Cultural training
•  New market development strategies

Programs feature local, national and international 
subject matter experts and always include ample time for 
discussion.

There’s no substitute for in-depth conversation with 
people who have been there and done that. WTA’s peer 
exchange forums bring together individuals with varying 
degrees of experience to answer questions and discuss 
challenges. Many WTA programs are eligible for credit 
toward the NASBITE International Certified Global 
Business professional credential. 

INTERNATIONAL      
Certification of Documents P  P	   
International Education Programs offering accreditation P  P
International Social Events P  P
Committee & Volunteer Opportunities P    
Wisconsin Annual Trade Conference Sponsorship P  
International Newsletter P  P
International Manufacturers Roundtable P  
Host Company Tours P    

VISIBILITY      
Full Website and Membership Directory Listings P	 P
Limited Directory and Website Listing for WTA only   P
Advertising Opportunities and Event Sponsorship P P  
Use of MMAC logo on website P P  
MMAC Membership Plaque P P  
Contribute newsletter articles P P

EXECUTIVE CONNECTIONS
Council of Small Business Executives (COSBE) Board Eligibility P P  
Executive Roundtables (Peer Group Networks)  P P  
COSBE Speaker Series P P  
COSBE Brewers Outing P P  
COSBE Annual Golf Outing P P  
Lunch with MMAC President Tim Sheehy P P  

COMMUNICATIONS      
MMAC Electronic Newsletters P P  
WTA International Newsletter P 	 P
Milwaukee Commerce print magazine P P  

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
Member Orientation P P  
Business Networking Events P P  
Networking Forums - Lead Generation P P  
International Manufacturers Roundtable P    
Manufacturing Careers Partnership (MCP) P P  
Member To Member Discount Program P P  

ADVOCACY    
Access to Government Affairs Staff P P  
Legislative Briefings on Regional, State and Federal Issues P P  

SAVINGS PROGRAMS
Office Supplies - Office Depot National Discount Program P P  
Member to Member Discount Program P P  
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The Metropolitan Milwaukee Association of Commerce is the 
region’s largest chamber. Its mission is to improve the business 
climate, foster success among member businesses and 
advance economic development. Its World Trade Association 
links companies and individuals exploring and expanding their 
international business expertise.

Wherever you or your company is on the spectrum of 
global trade, WTA is here to connect you to 
the people and programs you need to grow your 
business internationally.



WE HELP YOUR BUSINESS GROW AND 
PROFIT BY BUILDING A COMPETITIVE 
REGIONAL ECONOMY

• Through MMAC’s partnership in the 
Milwaukee 7 regional economic 
development partnership, we are adding 
thousands of jobs and millions in capital 
investment to the regional economy — 
ensuring a strong customer base. 

• MMAC engages young professionals in the 
community, helping to retain the region’s 
top talent through its network, FUEL 
Milwaukee.

• To ensure a talent pipeline, MMAC created 
the Manufacturing Careers Partnership—a 
coalition of manufacturers, educators and 
workforce development agencies—working 
together to build tomorrow’s workforce.

WE ADVOCATE POWERFULLY 
ON BEHALF OF YOUR BUSINESS 
AT THE LOCAL, STATE AND  
FEDERAL LEVELS

• MMAC represents your voice in  
public policy decisions and builds  
a stronger business environment.

• Our policy agenda focuses on 
education and workforce, economic 
development and promoting and 
protecting the region’s distinct assets. 

• We track how elected officials vote 
through our Legislative Scorecard and 
evaluate how well their votes represent 
MMAC priorities.

• Through MMAC, you can connect 
with legislators and discuss issues 
impacting your business.

WE ARE DEDICATED TO 
FINDING SOLUTIONS AND 
HELPING YOU BUILD BUSINESS 
RELATIONSHIPS

• The Executive Roundtable 
Program helps CEOs, CFOs, 
senior executives and senior sales 
managers solve their toughest 
challenges in a confidential  
peer setting.

• Lead Exchange groups help 
individuals build relationships, 
expand their networks and uncover 
new growth opportunities.

• MMAC offers hundreds of meetings 
and events each year to help 
members learn and earn from their 
peers, as well as reward customers 
and employees.

MMAC – made up of 1,800 businesses with 300,000 employees 
– is a powerful source for developing business relationships, 

finding information, taking action and getting results.

Join thousands of your peers and invest in strategies 
that will drive your business success and the region’s economy.

For more information, contact Cathy Harrison at 414.287.4159 or charrison@mmac.org.

stands for business.
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